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Join us for our December Holiday and Awards Luncheon on December 2, 2009 at 

the Bull & Bear Club.  The MRWBA will honor the Honorable Cleo E. Powell with 

our annual Woman of Achievement Award.   

All luncheon reservations must be made by the deadline specified. Reservations may 

be cancelled prior to this deadline. You must make a reservation even if you mail 

your check. No reservations made after the deadline are guaranteed. Limited walk-in 

spaces are available for each luncheon on a first come, first served basis. The 

MRWBA will charge you for the luncheon if you fail to attend after making a         

reservation without cancelling prior to the deadline. You may send a substitute in 

your place, but will be required to advise Sharon C. Stuart at                                  

sstuart@bolemanlaw.com of such substitution prior to the luncheon. 

December Holiday and Awards Luncheon 

On November 16, 2009, 

we celebrated the 35th 

Anniversary of the 

MRWBA and honored 

our founding and original 

members with a special 

luncheon held at the 

Boathouse at Rocketts 

Landing.  In attendance, 

we had a Founder,     

Virginia Hackney of 

Hunton & Williams, an 

original member Suzanne 

Shi l l ing,  20  Past       

Presidents, and many 

distinguished guests 

from the Court of       

Appeals, from surround-

ing Juveni le  and         

Domestic Relations 

Courts, and from the leg-

islature.  As we enjoyed a 

beautiful view of the 

James River on a clear 

autumn day, we were 

honored to have the    

Honorable Lynn Brice of 

the Chesterfield County 

Juvenile and Domestic 

R e l a t i o n s  C o u r t           

introduce our featured 

speaker, the Honorable 

Cleo E. Powell of the   

Virginia Court of           

Appeals.  In the context 

of the rhetorical question 

“What if?,” Judge Powell  

shared stories from her 

amazing journey from a 

modest beginning in 

Brunswick County to her 

present position on the 

Court of Appeals.  She 

discussed how each step 

of her journey could have 

led her in a different    

direction.  At the end of 

her inspirational words, 

Judge Powell challenged 

all the guests to make a 

di f ference  in  our         

community by reaching 

out to the youth around 

us and lending a guiding 

hand.  By sharing our 

time and knowledge, we 

can help illuminate all 

the possibilities and    

opportunities one might 

take on the winding jour-

ney of life, and thus, 

equipped with  the      

knowledge of what steps 

are available, the youth 

can reach their full       

potential. 

 

Thank you to all 90        

attendees, the volunteers 

and our generous sponsors 

for making this celebra-

tion one to remember! 
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Pictured:  MRWBA Vice-
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Honorable Cleo E. Powell 
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I cannot believe that we are at the end of another year.  Where has the 

time gone?  I hope that each of you will take a moment during this busy 

season to reflect on issues that are most important to you - such as 

family and friends. 

 

 

As we continue to celebrate the MRWBA 35th Anniversary, I               

acknowledge the former and present leadership of this organization for 

their excellent service and commitment.  I would also like to thank the 

Anniversary Committee, chaired by Vice President Ali Fannon, for 

organizing this year's events. While we celebrate what has been 

accomplished over the past 35 years, we should also recommit ourselves 

to the tasks before us.  We have made great progress, but there is more 

work for us to do.  I encourage you to become involved with the MRWBA.  

Please contact me or one of the board members to see how you can serve 

the MRWBA, and the Metro Richmond community.  

 

I am particularly honored to announce and congratulate this year's 

MRWBA Women of Achievement Award to the Honorable Cleo E. Powell 

of the Virginia Court of Appeals.  Judge Powell exemplifies hard work 

and dedication through her service to the legal profession and the 

community.  She truly is a role model whom we can all learn from      

simply by observing the example she has set. She is an inspiration to 

female attorneys, as well as the entire legal profession. On behalf of the 

MRWBA, I can say that we are exceedingly proud to have her as a    

member. 

Wishing you and your families a wonderful holiday season, 

Vanessa L. Jones, President 
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The MRWBA has all its member information available via the internet. If you are looking to pass 

on membership registration information, then please see our home page at www.mrwba.org for 

links to our password protected (and award-winning) on-line registration and member directory, as 

well as a link to a PDF version of our application. 

  

Don’t forget to check out our Member to Member Referral Directory for 2009-2010. Use this year’s 

password to access this helpful tool: simply choose the link under the “Members Only” section of 

our home page at www.mrwba.org. This resource lists members (who opted into the program) by 

practice area (e.g. Family Law, Bankruptcy, etc.). As with our on-line directory, this listing pulls 

the latest information from our membership database. If you change practice areas or locations 

mid-year, you will be able to update your information one time and have that information correctly 

reflected in both our main directory and the Member to Member Referral Directory. If you did not 

select this feature on your membership application, and want to be included, or if you have 

changes to make, or need help accessing the Members Only section, please contact either Member-

ship Chair Sakina Paige at sakina.paige@wellsfargoadvisors.com or our wonderful Administrative 

Assistant Alison Roussy at asroussy@hotmail.com.  

 

 

Dear Members: 

  

As you know, the Metropolitan Richmond Women's Bar is partnered this year with Boaz & Ruth 

through our participation in the public service committee.  We have agreed for the month of De-

cember to contribute 22 baskets of food constituting a Christmas meal for 22 families being 

served by Boaz & Ruth.  I have included the opportunity to contribute food for the baskets as an 

option on November's pledge card and have had a slow response so far.  Our organization is com-

prised of 183 members, so if each person contributed one can of food my mission would be com-

plete.  Please consider bringing one (or more) of the following items to the December 2nd lunch-

eon: 

  

1. Stuffing 

2. Canned Yams 

3. Green Beans/corn 

4. Cranberry sauce 

5. Rice 

6. Fruit cocktail 

  

If you are unable to attend the meeting and want to contribute, please e-mail me and I will be 

happy to collect your canned goods from you.  

Thank you in advance for all of your support. 

 
 

Jennifer M. Fox P.C. 

Co-chair, Public Service Committee 

fox111@comcast.net  

http://www.mrwba.org/
http://www.mrwba.org/
http://us.mc1114.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=sakina.paige@wellsfargoadvisors.com
http://us.mc1114.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=asroussy@hotmail.com
http://us.mc1114.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=fox111@comcast.net
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Month:  

 

Name: 

Telephone#:  

Email:  

Location of work: 

 

Type of Donation: (Check your donation)  

 
Time: _______I accept the invitation to patronize Fire House 15, Boaz & 

Ruth’s restaurant, located at 3011 Meadowbridge Road, open for break-

fast and lunch, Monday through Friday at least 1 time this month 

 
Treasure: _____ I would like to make a monetary donation for this month 

in the amount of _______. 

 
Talent: _______ I will donate canned goods for the Christmas baskets 

(there are 22 baskets, I need members to donate the following:  Green 

beans, stuffing, canned yams, cranberry sauce, pudding, corn, and tur-

keys 3-4lb. (or $ for me to buy).  

 
Can goods will be collected at the December luncheon on 12/2/09 or 

from you directly. 

 
Please mark your donation in the space indicated above and one of our 

committee members will be contacting you.  Cards may be returned to 

Jennifer Fox at fox111@comcast.net.  

mailto:fox111@comcast.net
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The Richmond Women’s Business Consortium 
Where Connections Are Made & Opportunities Realized 

 

We Have a New Web Site! 
www.rwbc-smart-connect.org   

 

Find the latest news, events, announcements, seminars, 

and gatherings for professional businesswomen in Rich-

mond in one place !   Our monthly Calendar of Events 

represents the following women’s organizations in the 

Greater Richmond Area.   
 

American Association of Legal Nurse Consultants 
American Business Womenôs Association ï Cavalier Chapters 

American Business Womenôs Association ï River City Express Network   
American Society of Women Accountants  
Executive Womenôs Golf Association 

Metropolitan Richmond Womenôs Bar Association 
National Association of Women Business Owners 
National Association of Women In Construction 

Network of Enterprising Women 
New Visions New Ventures 
Richmond Womenôs Network         

 

Join those who find  www.rwbc - smart - connect.org  the 

“go to” place for  what’s happening in Richmond.  

 While there, look at the ads. Consider placing one your-

self!   For a nominal fee, you can you reach  over 1100 

women every month.  Small ads are $120/year, large 

ads $300/year.  For more information contact  

Diana Donald, CHAIR, RWBC at dianadon-

ald1809@comcast.net  

http://www.rwbc-smart-connect.org/
mailto:dianadonald1809@comcast.net
mailto:dianadonald1809@comcast.net
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This Month’s Luncheon Sponsored By: 

Newsletter Questions/Comments? 

 

Contact:: Alisa W. Padden 

  awpadden@yahoo.com 

  (804) 822-6294 

 

COPYING AND MAILING OF THE  
MRWBA NEWSLETTER  

PROVIDED BY BIZPORT 

9 North Third Street  

Richmond, VA 23219 

804-780-1060 

804-780-3103 (fax) 
 

http://www.bizport.biz/

