
ANNUAL LEGISLATIVE LUNCHEON  

Public Service Committee Update 

Its April and that means that the end of our year is drawing to an end.  I want to say thank you to all of 

you have reached down deep and contributed to Boaz & Ruth this year, either by way of financial con-

tributions, clothing or food donations.  Many of you have pledged to make a contribution in the future 

either by completing a ticket at a meeting, or returning a monthly pledge card.  I urge that you please 

go ahead and make that contribution at this time.  We have traditionally given an award to the mem-

ber who contributes the most and I wouldn’t want anyone to be excluded.  Checks should be made 

payable to Boaz & Ruth, but sent to Jennifer Fox at 6 W Broad Street, Richmond, VA 23220, in order 

to be credited for the organization.  Thank you for your commitment to an excellent cause.   

      Jennifer Fox, Co-Chairperson of Public Service Committee 
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On April 7, 2010, we will host our annual Legislative Luncheon. Please 

join us at 12:00 noon at the Bull and Bear Club for a discussion by our 

state representatives about their thoughts regarding the 2010 session 

and about legislation that may affect your practice.  All of the local leg-

islators are invited to the Metropolitan Richmond Women’s Bar Annual 

Legislative Luncheon and Panel Program. The following is a list of 

those legislators who have indicated that they will appear at the    

luncheon: 

 Delegate Betsy B. Carr 

 Delegate William R. Janis 

 Delegate G. Manoli Loupassi 

 Delegate Jennifer L. McClellan 

 Delegate Joseph D. Morrissey 

 Delegate Samuel A. Nixon, Jr 

 Congressman J. Randy Forbes 

 Congressman Robert C. Scott 

  

The cost of the luncheon is $20 for members and $25 for non-

members. Reserve your spot today!  RSVP by Friday, April 2nd to Sharon 

Stuart at sstuart@bolemanlaw.com.   

mailto:sstuart@bolemanlaw.com


With the close of the legislative session each year, the MRWBA hosts an    

annual legislative luncheon.  I hope that you plan to attend the special        

program which will take place on Wednesday, April 7, 2010, beginning at 12 

noon, (not at our usual time of 12:30 p.m.) at the Bull and Bear Club.  The 

luncheon will provide a valuable opportunity for you to meet your state      

government representatives, to learn about legislation that may affect your 

practice, and to have an opportunity to ask questions.   

 

The MRWBA leaders have been busy putting together a slate of officers on 

which the membership will vote at the May 5, 2010, annual business     

meeting.  Jayne Pemberton is slated to be the next President of the MRWBA.  

I am confident that she will lead our organization into a new era, and I urge 

you to join me in supporting her. 

 

Finally, I am pleased to announce that several of our very own members have 

been selected by Virginia Lawyer’s Weekly as “Influential Women of Virginia.”  

Please join me in congratulating the following women on an outstanding 

achievement: 

 

  Sandra G. Ezell  

  Bowman & Brooke, LLP 

 

 Stephanie E. Grana  

 Cantor, Stoneburner, Ford, Grana and Buckner, P.C. 

 

  Leslie A. T. Haley  

  Virginia State Bar 

 

  Phoebe P. Hall  

  Hall & Hall, P.C. 

 

  Jamie B. Martin  

  McCandlish Holton, PC 

 

  The Honorable Cleo E. Powell  

  Virginia Court of Appeals 

 

Congratulations to these outstanding women! 

 

Vanessa L. Jones, President (2009-2010) 

President’s Message 
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Save the Date 

Richmond Women’s Business Consortium SmartConnect Event 

Tuesday, April 27th 

5:30 pm to 7:30 pm 

Crossroads Art Center 

2016 Staples Mill Road (behind Crossroads Holiday Inn) 

 

Join the Richmond Women’s Business Consortium (RWBC) for an evening of 

networking, complimentary Hors D’oeurves and fine art. Members of RWBC 

organizations are free, which includes MRWBA members.  Non-member admission 

is only $10.  No RSVP required.  Mark your calendars now for April 27th and 

join your professional peers for an evening of networking, with a twist of 

fun! 

 

Sponsored by:  Net Easy, Sands Anderson Marks & Miller, P.C., Sargent Portrait Gallery 

 

Interested in co-sponsoring this event?  For $250 your firm or business 

will have its name promoted in marketing materials to the 11 member groups 

and will have the opportunity to distribute materials and speak for 5-7 

NAWBO Meeting:  Hidden Barriers That Limit Profitability  

 

NAWBO welcomes back Dave Riley, moderator of the '08-'09 Speaker Series "Secrets of Americas 

Most Successful Women Owned Businesses" sharing insights from his extensive research at his com-

pany Gemini Effect, which studies success factors in small to medium sized businesses. Learn what hid-

den barriers there are which prevent small businesses from taking the next step and reaching a 

higher level of growth, profitability and success.   

 

Date:  April 13, 2010 

 

Time:  11 am - 1 pm 

 

Location:  Willow Oaks Country Club, 6228 Forest Hill Avenue 

 

Cost:  $25 Members and Partners/$30 Non-members* 

 

Reservations:  www.nawborichmond.org or call (804) 346-5644 

 

 * Join NAWBO and receive $25 off your membership (until April 30th) and this meeting for free! 

http://www.nawborichmond.org
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By Samantha Gershman 

The story of the first woman magistrate in the City of Richmond started with a 

love story. On October 29, 1919, my great-grandmother, Hazel Vivian, married Gordon 

P. Smith.  Mr. Smith served as a magistrate in the city of Richmond. When he died, just 

12 years after their marriage, he was still serving as a magistrate. That was in August of 

1931.  Mrs. Smith was then quickly elected to fulfill her husbandôs unexpired term as 

magistrate.  This election was quite historic, since Mrs. Smith was elected as the first fe-

male magistrate in the City of Richmond.  Not only was she able to fulfill her late hus-

bandôs position, she was able to fulfill a position that no other woman in Richmond had 

ever held.  As magistrate, Mrs. Smith joyfully performed all duties and became well re-

spected amongst those in the city. 

 Mrs. Smith later married Joseph E. Allen, who held the position as the clerk of the 

Civil Justice Court in Richmond.  Mrs. Allen had previously had four daughters by 

Gordon P. Smith and then she had three daughters by Joseph E. Allen.  The mother of 

seven girls continued to serve a 14-year term as magistrate, and after retiring, she re-

mained active in the Lee Ward Democratic Club.  She was also a member of Christ Epis-

copal Church, until her death on February 15, 1956. 

 As the great-granddaughter of Mrs. Allen, I can attest for the pride and admiration 

the family has for our loved one.  The courage and strength she possessed to tackle such 

a position is incredible and paved the way for future female magistrates in the City of 

Richmond.   

Samantha Gershman is a student at Randolph-Macon College. 

Seltek Earns Computer Examiner Certification for Computer Forensics  

Patrick Logan , principal and director of Forensic Operations with Seltek Inc.  has earned the Certified Computer Exam-
iner  (CCEÈ) certification from the International Society of Forensic Computer Examiners (ISFCE).  He is one of only 1,200 ex-
aminers across 28 countries who have earned the CCE certification.   

Logan has 24 years experience specializing in computer forensics and the design and support of IT systems. With the CCE 
certification, Logan will be qualified as an expert witness to testify in court in cases such as fraud and theft, divorce and cus-
tody, breach of contract and employee termination.   

Forensic analysis and proper examination of digital evidence requires technical, analytical, and investigative skills. This process 
can involve anything from to recovering and analyzing files from hard drives to finding hidden or deleted evidence.  Seltek can 
provide skilled investigators who know where to find evidence and how to manage it through proper chain-of-custody practices. 

Seltek is a technical support and data recovery company located in Richmond, VA.  It is the only independent firm in the state 

outside northern Virginia with the CCE credential. Seltekôs certified technicians identify, preserve, and analyze potential evi-

dence from personal computers, laptops, servers, cell phones, tape cartridges, and any other type of media. In addition to com-

puter forensics, IT services, and electronic discovery, Seltek also provides IT staffing solutions for corporate clients. For more 

information visit www.seltekinc.com. 

http://www.seltekinc.com/


Please welcome our newest MRWBA member Theresa Goulde.  We have many new members 

who joined the MRWBA this year.  Please take time to introduce yourselves at the next lunch-

eon.   

 

Member to Member Referral Directory 

Don't forget to check out our Member to Member Referral Directory for 2009-1010. You may 
access this helpful tool by using this year's password.  Select the link under  the "Members 
Only" section of our home page at 

www.mrwba.org. This resource lists members (who opted into the program) by practice area 

(e.g. Family Law, Bankruptcy, etc.). As with our online directory, this listing pulls the latest 

information from our membership database.  Therefore, if you change practice areas or lo-

cations, you will be able to update your information one time and have that information cor-

rectly reflected in both our main directory and the referral listing. If you did not select this 

feature on your membership application, and want to be included, or if you have changes to 

make, or need help accessing the Members Only section, please contact either Membership 

Chair Sakina Paige at sakina.paige@wellsfargoadvisors.com or our fabulous Administrative 

Assistant Alison Roussy at asroussy@hotmail.com.  

Membership Update 

Grana Named to Influential Women of Virginia 2010 Class 
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Stephanie E. Grana, with the law firm Cantor Stoneburner Ford Grana & Buckner, has been named to 

the Influential Women of Virginia class of 2010. Grana will be recognized at a luncheon in Richmond on May 20. 

The awards are given by the Virginia Lawyers Weekly to individuals who are making notable contributions to their 

chosen professions, their communities and society at large. Recipients range from lawyers and doctors to teachers, 

non-profit organizers and entrepreneurs. 

Grana has exclusively handled serious plaintiffsô injury and medical malpractice cases for over 15 years, having 

achieved over ten verdicts and settlements exceeding a million dollars. She has successfully resolved several high 

profile cases and has been quoted in the national press and television. She is the past president of the Metro Rich-

mond Womenôs Bar Association and the Lewis F. Powell, Jr. Inn of Court. She also serves on the Executive Coun-

cil for the Board of Governors of the Virginia Trial Lawyers Association. She was voted by her peers for inclusion 

in Best Lawyers in America in medical malpractice law and was selected for Virginia Super Lawyers. 

Grana is tirelessly driven to succeed -- for herself, clients, and the community. She graduated Magna Cum Laude 

and Phi Beta Kappa from University of Richmond in 3 years, while participating in varsity synchronized swim-

ming. She earned her J.D. from University of Richmond Law School with honors and clerked for The Honorable 

Joseph E. Baker of the Virginia Court of Appeals, followed by a successful private practice. In 2009, she became 

one of the founders of Cantor Stoneburner Ford Grana & Buckner. 

Her community involvement ranges from leading alumni organizations at University of Richmond, judging Vir-

ginia Synchronized Swimming Association competitions and presenting at area high schools on justice in Virginia, 

to serving on the PTA and organizing annual Making Strides Against Breast Cancer teams. 

For more information on Grana, call (804) 644-1400 or visit www.VirginiaTrialFirm.com. 

Cantor Stoneburner Ford Grana & Buckner is devoted to families devastated by catastrophic injury or death and 

other cases of serious personal and economic loss. The firm is located downtown at 1111 East Main Street, Suite 

1600, Richmond, Virginia 23219.  

http://www.VirginiaTrialFirm.com/
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This Monthõs Luncheon Sponsored By: 

Newsletter Questions/Comments? 

Contact: Alisa W. Padden 

awpadden@yahoo.com 

(804) 822-6294 


