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The Honorable Judge Cleo Elaine Powellôs credentials and history of commitment to the 

rule of law, to family and to the community make her the ideal recipient of this yearsô 

MRWBA Women of Achievement Award.  After graduating with distinction from the 

University of Virginia with a Bachelorôs Degree in American Government, Judge Powell 

received her Juris Doctorate in 1982 from the University of Virginia School of Law.  

Judge Powell then joined Hunton & Williams as an associate in their labor and             

employment practice.  In 1986, she became a Senior Assistant Attorney General in the 

Equal Employment Opportunity and Personnel Division where she acted as general coun-

sel for several state agencies.  During her tenure with the Office of the Attorney General, 

she functioned as the stateôs legal expert on the implications, application, and develop-

ment of personnel policies on drug testing and AIDS.  In 1989, Judge Powell joined    

Virginia Power as corporate counsel and was quickly promoted to Director of Employee 

Services for Virginia Power. 

We would like to thank all of you who attended our December Annual Awards Luncheon, honoring the 
Honorable Cleo E. Powell with the Woman of Achievement Award, for making the luncheon such a 
wonderful celebration. Please join us for our next luncheon on January 13, 2010 at the Bull and Bear 
Club. Leslie A.T. Haley, Assistant Ethics Counsel for the Virginia State Bar, will present a CLE on 
άBlogging, Twittering and Social Networking: The Opportunity and Risks of Using Cutting Edge       
LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦέ   

Congratulations to the Honorable Cleo E. Powell,  
MRWBAõs 2009 Woman of Achievement Award Recipient 

In 1993, Judge Powell was the first woman to be appointed as a judge to the Chesterfield 

and Colonial Heights General District Court.  Judge Powell spent seven years in this po-

sition until she was appointed to the Chesterfield Circuit Court in 2000.  During this 

time, all who practiced before her appreciated her intelligence and outstanding judicial 

demeanor.  In September 2008,  Judge Powell was sworn in as a judge on the Court of 

Appeals of Virginia.  She is the first African American woman to serve on an appellate 

court in Virginia. 

 

Prior to taking the bench, Judge Powell was a member of the Executive Committee and 

Young Lawyers Section of the Richmond Bar Association.  She served on the Third Dis-

trict Disciplinary committee and was a member of the Judicial Inquiry and Review Com-

missions.                                           
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Happy New Year!  I hope that you and your family had a wonderful   

holiday season.  It is time to set goals and to decide how we are going to 

better ourselves in the upcoming year.  As you think about your personal 

goals, I hope that you will consider utilizing your time, talent and      

treasure by giving back to the community.  There are various ways in 

which you can make a difference in this world by simply taking the time 

to figure out what is most important to you.  As you are aware, this              

organization is supporting Boaz and Ruth as a year-long project.  There 

are many ways in which you can assist them with their mission.  Please 

contact Jennifer Fox to find out what you can do to help.  If you decide 

not to make Boaz and Ruth as your personal community service project, I 

hope that you will consider some of the other organizations in our area, 

such as the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation, Safe Harbor, St.         

Josephôs Villa, and/or the Central Virginia Food Bank.  Even though we 

are just coming out of the ñgivingò season, I hope that you will make it a 

daily act to give to those who are less fortunate. 

 

Please join us for our January luncheon, which will be held on the second 

Wednesday in January instead of the first Wednesday, at the Bull and 

Bear club.  We are honored to have one of our past presidents, Leslie   

Haley, available to present tips on etiquette in social networking.  I hope 

that you will also take the time to look at our Facebook page, which has 

invaluable information about the MRWBA, and that you will become a 

Friend of our page.  Please feel free to provide any comments regarding 

this page to me. 

 

As always, I hope that you will become actively involved in the 

MRWBA.  There are numerous committees in need of assistance.  Please 

feel free to contact any of the officers or committee chairpersons for 

more details.   

 

 

Vanessa L. Jones, President 

 

Vanessa is currently an attorney with 
Barnes & Diehl, P.C. , the largest 
law firm in Virginia dedicated to 
family law.  Prior to working at 

Barnes & Diehl, P.C., Vanessa 
served as Judicial Clerk to the     
Circuit Court for the County of   
Henrico.  Vanessa has served on the 
MRWBA Board since 2003 as the 
Continuing Legal Education     
Chairperson(2003-2004), Public 
Relations/Newsletter Committee 

Chairperson (2004-2005), Treasurer 
(2005-2006), Vice-President (2006- 
2008), and President-Elect (2008 - 
2009).   
 
Vanessa received her undergraduate 
and law degrees from the University 
of Richmond.   

 
Vanessa and her husband, Chris, 
reside in Richmond with their two 
young daughters.  In her spare time, 
Vanessa likes to do yoga, read and 
volunteer for her church. 



2009 Woman of  Achievement Award Recipient, Continued 

PAGE 3 METROPOLITAN  RICHMOND  WOMENõS BAR ASSOCIATION 

Judge Powell instructed the Virginia State Bar course on           
professionalism.  Judge Powell served on the Law Revisions    
Committee from 1994-1996, on the Ad Hoc Committee for the 
study of  the Canons of  Judicial Conduct in 1998 and on the    
Advisory Committee to the Department of  Dispute Resolutions 
Service Education Committee from 1999-2001.  In addition to 
her duties as a judge for the Court of  Appeals, Judge Powell 
teaches Trial Advocacy at William and Mary School of  Law, edits 
jury instructions as a member of  the Model Jury Instruction 

Committee, serves on the Executive Committee of  the Judicial Conference of  Virginia and   
participates on the Virginia State Bar task force on diversity.   
 
In 2009, Judge Powell served as judge-in-residence at the National Association of  Appellate 
Court Attorneys.  Over the years, Judge Powell has been the recipient of  many awards, including 
YWCAõs Outstanding Women Awards (2001), Thirty Leaders of the Future ð Thirty Years or 
Under (Ebony Magazine, June 1987), Outstanding Women Lawyers of  Virginia (1986), Black 
Achiever (1986), and Outstanding Young Women of  America (1985). 
 
Judge Powell is also a devoted wife and mother to three children.  Further, she serves as a     
Deacon, Sheepfold Leader and Childrenõs Church Instructor at First Baptist Church of South 
Richmond. She sat on the Board of Directors of the Central Virginia Foodbank, St. Maryõs    
Hospital Foundation and the YWCA.  Judge Powell volunteered as an instructor for Volunteer 
Corp, was a coordinator for Caritas and was a member of  the Chesterfield County Diversity 
Team and the Leadership Metro Richmond Class of  1990. 
 
Judge Powellõs numerous professional, community, and personal accomplishments have ad-
vanced the stature of  women in the legal profession.  Throughout her career, she has been a 
leader in our profession.  Judge Powell serves as an externship supervisor and a mentor to many 
students and attorneys.  Her precious time and her advice benefit all Virginians as she continues 
to inspire women to ever greater achievements.    
  
 

The Honorable Cleo E. Powell 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

 

SAVE THE DATE FOR  

THE MRWBAôS ANNUAL LEGISLATIVE  

LUNCHEON  

 

When: April 7, 2010 at 12:00 p.m.  

Where: Bull & Bear Club  

 

WE HOPE YOUôLL BE ABLE TO JOIN US  

IN WELCOMING OUR AREA LEGISLATORS!  

 

Please feel free to contact Kimberly Skiba at  

kskiba@owenowens.com  with any questions.   

RSVPs should be directed to Sharon Stuart at 

sstuart@bolemanlaw.com.    

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

MRWBA Public Service Committee Update 

Many thanks to all of our members.  Thanks to the organizationôs generosity we have col-

lected enough food and money to  donate 22 Christmas baskets to the program partici-

pants at Boaz & Ruth.  Our Administrative Assistant, Alison and myself delivered the bas-

kets on Wednesday, December 23rd.   Thank you to all of you for donations of food and 

money to purchase turkeys.  At this time we have approximately $200.00 left over of 

which I will also donate to Boaz & Ruth as our Christmas donation.   Thanks again for the 

overwhelming support!!     

      Jennifer Fox, Co-Chair Public Service Committee 
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Barbara Balogh, Secretary, MRWBA 
 
I graduated from T.C. Williams School of Law at the University of Richmond in 1989.  I was in private 
practice for 12 years, beginning in Richmond for 4 years and continuing in Waynesboro with the law 

firm of Poindexter & Schorsch for 8 years.  I returned to Richmond in 2001 and joined the Virginia 
State Bar as Assistant Ethics Counsel.  In that position I staff the Ethics Departmentôs ñhotline,ò provid-
ing ethics advice to members of the Virginia Bar, and I am also staff liaison to the Barôs Standing Com-
mittee on the Unauthorized Practice of Law. 
 
I had been a member of the MRWBA when I was in practice in Richmond and when I returned in 2001 
I renewed that membership.  Three years ago I became a member of the MRWBA board and have since 
served as Mentorship Chair, CLE Chair and now as Secretary.  For the last 7 years I have also partici-

pated as a mentor in the MRWBA Mentorship program and have had, including my present one, 3 
ñmenteesò.  It has been a very rewarding experience. 
 
Some personal interests/hobbies include cooking and baking, wine and the never-ending pursuit of the 
perfect pair of shoes!  I volunteer with my church and I am a member of the Rotary Club of Innsbrook. 

My name is Tracy Spencer, and I am the Immediate Past President of the MRWBA.  I have been       
involved with the MRWBA for approximately nine years.  I started my involvement with the MRWBA 
Board by becoming the Coordinator for the Domestic Relations Booklet.  Since that time, I have been a 
co-chair of the Public Service committee, the chair of the Newsletter/PR committee, the chair of the 

Judicial Candidate Endorsement committee, a co-chair for the Programs committee, Secretary, President
-Elect, and President.  I have enjoyed my time with the MRWBA board and have had the            oppor-
tunity to meet numerous women that I otherwise would not have had the chance to meet.  The MRWBA 
truly is a wonderful organization, and I would encourage all members to become involved. 
 
I am a part-time staff attorney at the Court of Appeals of Virginia.  I review petitions for appeal, appeals 
of right, and petitions in original jurisdiction cases, and prepare written summaries for the judges to aid 

their decisional process. 

Originally from the Nashville , TN area.  B.A. in English Literature from Georgetown University in 
1991 (cum laude).  J.D. from William & Mary Law in 1995.  Practiced in the Richmond City Attorney's 
Office until early 2007.  For the first five years, I represented the Department of Social Services Child 
Welfare division in all levels of state courts.  Next, I handled general litigation for various other city 

departments in administrative hearings, state and federal court.  In my last years, I focused on represen-
tation of the Department of Finance and the Office of the Assessor (i.e. local tax and bankruptcy      
Issues).   Professional activities throughout the years have focused on public service and pro 
bono.   Presently, I am Vice President of CARITAS (http://www.caritasshelter.org), Chair of the Local 
Government Attorneys Pro Bono Committee (http://www.lgava.org/), and Vice President of MRWBA. 
 
I have been a member of the MRWBA for at least 8 years.  This year is my sixth on the Board of 
MRWBA:  Public Service Committee Co-Chair ('04-'06), Mentorship ('06-'07), Membership ('07-'09), 

and Vice President ('09-'10).  I had the honor to serve as Chair of the 35th Anniversary Committee this 

year. 

For the last two and a half years, I have been tackling my most challenging job yet...raising my two 
redheaded children.  My husband and I enjoy year-around soccer, adventures with the kids and all the 

preschool activities.  

http://www.caritasshelter.org
http://www.lgava.org/

